[image: image1.wmf]California Sportfishing Protection Alliance

“An Advocate for Fisheries, Habitat and Water Quality”
3536 Rainier Avenue, Stockton, CA 95204

Tel: 209-464-5067, Fax: 209-464-1028, E: deltakeep@aol.com

5 June 2007

Ms. Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission

888 First Street, N.E.




     VIA: Electronic Submission

Washington, D.C. 20426




  Hardcopy if Requested

RE:
Don Pedro Project 2299-057

Dear Secretary Bose:

As a signatory to the FERC Settlement Agreement for the Don Pedro Project, we would like to express our opposition to the proposed hatchery.

The FERC Settlement Agreement was reached as a joint effort to restore the Lower Tuolumne River using funds for restoration projects and studies.  At no time was a hatchery proposed during the nine months of discussions.  The California Department of Fish and Game was a participant in the Settlement Agreement and the hatchery was not included in their presentations during that period.

Artificial propagation has an extremely uneven track record in California and, indeed, has frequently proved to be problematic to the restoration of natural fisheries.  Therefore, until the license is renegotiated with all the interested parties, we strongly urge that a hatchery should not be considered on the Tuolumne.

In the meantime, we recommend studies agreed to by the Technical Advisory Committee to prepare for the license renewal in 10 years.  We need information that will help determine flows that better protect the entire fishery—both trout and salmon.  A hatchery will confuse and interfere with these necessary studies.  Please remove the hatchery from the agenda and focus on studies and restoration as outlined in the 1995 FERC Settlement Agreement.


Thank you for considering these comments.  If you have questions or require clarification, please don’t hesitate to contact us.

Sincerely,
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Bill Jennings, Executive Director
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